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SUBJECT: CHILEAN CLERGYMEN INVOLVED WITH MIR FUGITIVES 
REF: A) SANTIAGO 7429 B) SANTIAGO 7458 C) SANTIAGO 7470 

1. SUMMARY: EMBASSY DECLINED TO COOPERATION WITH CHILEAN 
CHURCH IN A PLAN TO TURN OVER TO CHILEAN AUTHORITIES CHILEAN 
AND AMERICAN CHURCHPEOPLE INVOLVED IN AIDING FUGITIVE 
EXTREMISTS. IN PRESENT HEATED ATMOSPHERE, CHURCH MAY GO AHEAD 
WITH TWO CHILEAN PRIESTS IN ATTEMPT TO WORK ITS WAY OUT OF 
EMBARRASSING POSITION. END SUMMARY. 

2. NOV 5 LAWYER WHO WORKS WITH COMMITTEE FOR PEACE BRIEFED 
EMBOFF ON BACKGROUND OF CHURCH INVOLVEMENT WITH FUGITIVE 
LEADERS OF MOVEMENT OF REVOLUTIONARY LEFT (MIR). IT 
DEVELOPED THAT HIS AIM WAS TO SOLICIT EMBASSY COOPERATION 
IN SURFACING PRINCIPAL CHILEAN AND AMERICAN CHURCHPEOPLE 
INVOLVED AND IN HIDING (REF A). HE SAID THAT JESUIT PRIESTS 
PATRICIO CARIOLA (CARDINAL'S REPRESENTATIVE TO PEACE COM- 
MITTEE) AND FERNANDO SALAS (FORMER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF 
COMMITTEE) WERE IN SECURE REFUGE. THEY AND US NUNS HELEN 
NELSON AND PEGGY LIPSIO (REF B) WOULD UNDER HIS PROPOSAL 

APPEAR AT PRESS CONFERENCE CALLED BY CARDINAL SILVA AND MAKE STATEMENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 SANTIA 07546 072128Z 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 




Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



ON THE HUMANITARIAN, NON-POLITICAL RATIONALE FOR THEIR 
ACTIONS IN HELPING FUGITIVES. THEIR POSITION EXPLAINED, AND 
THE DISINTERESTEDNESS OF THEIR MOTIVATION DEMONSTRATED, THEY 
WOULD THEN GIVE THEMSELVES UP TO AUTHORITIES TO FACE CHILEAN 
JUSTICE AS CHRISTIANS. HE ASKED FOR US ADVICE ON IDEA. 

3. EMBOFF SAID HE THOUGHT PERSONALLY IT WOULD NOT BE WISE 

TO COMMIT AMERICAN NUNS UNLESS THERE WERE ADEQUATE GUARANTEES 
FOR THEM. MOREOVER, HE DOUBTED APPROPRIATENESS OF EMBASSY 
OFFERING ADVICE ON MATTER SO IMPORTANT FOR CHURCH-GOC 
RELATIONS. AFTER CONSULTING AMBASSADOR, EMBOFF TOLD LAWYER 
NOV 6 THAT WHILE EMBASSY WAS FAR FROM INDIFFERENT TO FATE 
OF CHILEAN PRIESTS, ITS PRINCIPAL CONCERN WAS WELL BEING 
OF US NUNS. WE WERE NOT CONVINCED CHURCH SCHEME WOULD BE 
CONDUCIVE TO THIS OBJECTIVE. 

4. COMMENT: CHURCH IS IN EXPOSITION POSITION IN THIS MATTER 
AND IS SUBJECT OF VIRULENT CAMPAIGN FROM RIGHTIST MEDIA FOR 
AIDING TERRORISTS. GOVERNMENT STATEMENT OF NOV 4 (REF A) WAS 
LOW KEY AND MOSTLY FACTUAL. IT WAS PRESUMABLY WORK OF THOSE 
IN GOC WHO SEEK TO PUT CHURCH IN CORNER, HOWEVER, RATHER 
THAN FINDING WAY TO RESOLVE PROBLEM IN COOPERATION. CHURCH 
(REF C) COUNTERED WITH CATHOLIC POSITION ON REFUGE FOR 
PERSONS IN DANGER OF LIFE. 

5. CHURCH WILL NOT FIND IT PRACTICAL OR DIGNIFIED TO 

KEEP CARIOLA AND SALAS HIDDEN INDEFINITELY (SEPTEL REPORTS 
MEDIA ACCOUNTS THAT SALAS IS IN PAPAL NUNCIATURA ), NOR ARE 
PRIESTS THEMSELVES AS WE KNOW THEM LIKELY TO SEEK TO EVADE 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTIONS THEY UNDERTOOK AS MATTER OF 
CONSCIENCE. LAWYER'S PLAN WOULD IF PURSUED CONFRONT THE 
GOVERNMENT WITH SOME DIFFICULTIES, WHILE PERHAPS RELIEVING 
THE CHURCH OF SOME EMBARRASSMENT. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT 
CARDINAL BELIEVES CHURCH PEOPLE'S ACTS WERE MORALLY 
JUSTIFIED, AND THAT HE STRONGLY RESENTS APPARENT GOC 
ATTEMPT TO EXPLOIT MIR MATTER AGAINST CHURCH. 
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